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Toleration Act had exempted dissenting ministers from
the obligation to subscribe to certain of the Thirty-nine
Articles which expressed the distinctive doctrines of the
Church of England. In 1772 Sir Henry Hoghton proposed
and carried through the House of Commons, with little
opposition, a Bill exempting dissenting ministers from sub-
scription to any of the Thirty-nine Articles. The Bill
though supported by Chatham, Richmond, Camden, and
Mansfield, was rejected in the Lords by a majority of 73,
and the following year the Lords rejected a similar Bill a
second time. In 1779 Sir Henry Hoghton passed his Bill
in the Commons, but, under the pressure of a petition from
the University of Oxford, North proposed to enact a simple
test of Christianity and fidelity to the Bible; this amend-
ment was accepted, and, in this revised form the Bill pleased
both Houses. The discussion brought out the fundamental
differences between Burke and Fox; Burke, who had spoken
for Sir Henry Hoghton's Bill both times, strongly supported
the imposition of this test, whereas Fox as strongly objected
to the doctrine that the state had a right to impose any test
at all.
The other measure of emancipation was Sir George
Savile's Bill for relieving Roman Catholics from some of the
barbarous penalties to which they were liable; perpetual
Imprisonment for saying mass, the prohibition to acquire
land by purchase, and the forfeiture of the estates of Roman
Catholic heirs educated abroad to the next Protestant heir.
The melancholy sequel of this Act is well known. Dundas
having promised to bring in a Bill the following year to
extend the provisions of this Act to Scotland, the virulent
Protestants of that country organised a series of riots,
destroyed chapels and houses, defied the magistrates, and
established a reign of terror. Dundas postponed his Bill
on the ground that it was an unkindness to the Catholics
themselves to persevere with a measure which would only
inflame still further the Scottish prejudice against them.
To this course Fox strongly objected, urging that instead